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TAEL has been commissioned by the University of Illinois at Chicago (UIC) to design the 
adaptive reuse of Douglas Hall to house the new UIC College of Business Administration 
(CBA).  Construction began in June, 2010, and completion is expected in Summer, 2011.
A three story, 24,000 square foot reinforced concrete structure, Douglas Hall is part of a 
three-building cluster on the East campus of UIC.  The renovation of this facility entails 
the gutting of the entire structure and removal of the precast concrete and glass enve-
lope, as well as the roof.  The completed project will accommodate administrative and 
other support functions on the first floor, with materials and finishes that reflect a corpo-
rate business environment.
The second and third floors will house 75-person lecture rooms, 48-person classrooms, 
hubs, meeting rooms and other spaces that complement CBA’s program requirements. 
Finishes for these floors will be more 
conducive to both formal and informal 
learning environments.
The facility will feature state-of-the-art 
technology that facilitates long-distance 
learning and supports its featured trading 
room.  This project is targeted to achieve 
“LEED Silver” Certification.  To-date, 
Douglas Hall is projected to surpass this 
goal.
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COMMUNIQUE     2010

         The School District of Philadelphia  
         commissioned TAEL to conduct a  
         comprehensive facility condition  
         assessment of the Dobbins CTE  
         High School, an 8-story, 330,000 s.f.  
         facility.  The purpose of the assess- 
         ment was to prepare a program for  
         the complete exterior restoration of  
         the facility, along with new interior  
         general and ADA upgrades.  

         TAEL personnel responded to the  
         compressed schedule and completed  
         the total assessment of this facility in  
         the allotted time.  After compiling  
         detailed data on the conditions of   
         each room, TAEL generated state- 
         ments of probable cost for rectifica- 
         tion of deficiencies.

To complement the requirements of the high school, 
TAEL generated a preliminary program for a 27,550 s.f. 
Gymnasium Addition, complete with support functions, 
and along with a statement of probable cost.
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